
SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING & REGULATION
BEFORE nm BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINERS

In the moiler of;

MEREDITH LOUISE SOMERSET (f/kla
MEREDITH SEDUN HARRY), D.V.M.
License No. VET.2781

CONSENT AGREEMENT

OlE # 2012-32

By agreement of Ihe State Boord of Veterinary Medical Exnminers for South Carolina
(Ihe Boord) ond the above-named Respondent, the following disposilion of this molter is entered
pursuant to the provisions of S.C. Code Ann. !l 1-23-320(1) (1976, as amended), in lieu of, ill/er
alia, a hearing before the Boord. Respondent, admitting the allegations herein and agreeing to
the sanctions as set forlh below, agrees to waive the fonnal hearing procedures.

FINDINGS OF FACT

A. Respondcnt is duly licensed and registered to practice veterinary medicine in South
Carolino under license number VET.278I , first licensed by the Board on September 11,
2009. Respondent's credenlial status with the Boord is active.

B. On or about February 7,2012, Complainent took her dog, a 7 year old pug named Sally,
10 Respondcnt fol' an elective small moss removal and teeth cleaning. Complainanl did
not initially sign a consent form and later foxed 0 consent foml to Respondent.
Respondenl perfonned the surgery, and Sally was discharged 10 Complainant.

C. Shortly oller Sally was discharged. Complainant returned 10 lhe animal hospital and
complained that Solly was wheezing in the car on the way home. Respondent's
colleague, Dr. Taylor, auscultated Solly Bnd sent her home with inslructlons for
Complainant 10 wntch for nbnonnalities and to cnll with any concerns. Sally died lhe
following day. but no necropsy was performed.

D. An expert reviewer examined the case on behalf of the State and determined thai
Respondent maintained inadequate medical records in this case ond was negligent in
using four different sedative drugs postoperatively.

E. Respondent waives any further findings of fect with respect to this matler.
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Respondent further admits Ihot as a result of the previous admissions herein, Respondent
has violated S.C. Code of Lows ~ 40-69-11 O(A)(I) & (12) and South Corolinn Code of
Regulalions 120.8(B) (as amended).1 Respondent hereby waives any further conclusions of low
with respect to Ihis moiler.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED WITH RESPONDENT'S CONSENT THAT:

I. Respondent sholl be publicly reprimanded.

2. Respondent sholl pay a line of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) to Ihe Boord. Poymenl
must be mode within sixty (60) dnys of the effeclive dllte of this Agreement.
Respondent shalilinanee the eOSISof investigation oflhe Complaint.

3. Respondenl shall pay, within sixty (60) dnys of the effective dille of this Agreement, Ihe
cos Is ofinvesligalion, Two Hundred Fifiy Dollars ($250.00). Failure 10 comply wilh this
requirement within lhe prescribed lime shall outomalically result in Ihe immediole
lemporary suspension of Respondent's license 10 pracliee veterinary medicine unlil such
lime as full compliance has been mode by Responden!.

4. Respondenl shnll, nl her own expense, successfully complete a pre.approved course on
Medication Adminislration within six (6) months of the effective dale of this
Agreement. These hours used for Ihe delicieney cannol be used for Ihe current renewal
period's conlinuing education requiremenls. Failure 10 comply with Ihis requirement
within Ihe prescribed time sholl automatically result in Ihe immediate lemporary
suspension of Respondenl's license to pracliee veterinary medicine unlil such time as full
complioncc has been mode by Respondent.

5. Respondenl shnll nppear and report to the Boord as requesled by the Boord.

6. Respondent shall promptly advise Ihis Boord in writing of any changes in address,
practice, hospital privileges, professional status, or compliance with this agreement.
Correspondence and copies of reports and nolices mentioned herein sholl be direcled 10:

SC LLR _.Office of Licensure & Compliunce
ATTN: Compliance Mnnager- Boord ofVelerinary Medical Examiners
1'.0. Box 11329
Columbia, SC 29211

7. 1115 understood and agreed that Respondent hns full knowledge thnt she has the righllO n
hearing and to be rcpresented by counsel in this malter, and freely, knowingly, and
voluntarily waives such rights by entering into this Consenl Agreement. Respondent
underslands aad agrecs that by entering into this Consent Agreement, she voluntarily

I Further reference 10 the Soulh Cnroliaa Code of Laws and Soulh Carolina Code of Regulations shall be
by code section only.
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relinquishes any right to judicial review of this or any other Board action(s) which may
be laken concerning Ihis and any relaled mnlters. Respondent waives stalutory right to
notice of any hearing held with respeel 10 Ihis Consent Agreement. Respondenl
understDnds and agrees that this Consent Agreement will not become effective unless and
until approved by the Board.

8. Respondent understands and agrees thaI this Consenl Agreement will not become
effeclive unless and until approved by the Board. II is further understood and agreed that,
pursuant to the Soulh Carolina Freedom of Informalion Ael, S.C. Code Ann. ~~ 30-4-10
to -165 (1976, as amendcd), this Consent Agreemcnt is a public document.

9. It is understood and agreed that if Respondent fnils to meet the conditions agreed to in
this Consenl Agreement, Respondent's license mny be immediately administratively
suspended pending compliance. Non-eomplinnee may result in further discipline. Any
license lnw violntions by Respondenl constitute n failure to meet the conditions of this
Consent Al,'Teement.

10. This Consent Agreement sholl take effeel immedialely upon acceptance by the Board.

II. Respondent understands and agrees Ihnl a representative of the Genernl Counsel's Office
and Respondent may be present during presenlation of lhis Consent Agreement to Ihe
Board. Respondent underslands and agrees thai if this Consent Agreement is nol
approved, il sholl nol constitute nn admission againsl interest in this proceeding or
prejudice lhe righl of the Bonrd 10 adjudicate this moiler.

(siglla/llres 011/le.tl page)
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AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

SUUA BENNIl.'TT
A1TORNEY FOR RESPONDENT
Rogers Towllsend & Thomas, PC
220 Excclltiw Cenlcr Dr.
Columbio, SC 29210
(S03) 7'14.5:!32

SOUTH CAROLINA BOARD OF VETERINARY
MEDICAL EXAMINERS

/J~4/~-~2t1
O~VALDH. KING, lII,lv.r/
CHAlltl'ERSON or THE BOARD

o[kJ-dl?L--) -
ERIN G. IlALIlWIN
IITIORNEY lor the S.C. Deportment
01'Louor, Licensing ollli Regulntiou
Ortice orGeueral Counsel
P.O. (Jor. J 1329
Columbiu, SC 29211.1329
(H03) 8%-45HI
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